
 

March 6, 2020 
 
The health and safety of our students and staff is our number one priority in KISD.  Given the 
media coverage of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), we want to assure you we are working closely 
with trusted governmental agencies like the Tarrant County Public Health Department, Texas 
Department of State Health Services, and the Centers for Disease Control to stay informed 
and to help communicate to our stakeholders.  Much is still being learned about this virus, 
and we realize a new illness can cause fear, however, emphasizing facts over fear is an 
important part of our messaging and we ask you to please partner with us as we concentrate 
on the facts.  

• There are no confirmed cases in our immediate area.  
• Health officials believe the immediate risk to our community and the United States is 

low at this time.  
• KISD has not seen an unusual number of absences on any of our campuses above and 

beyond what we normally see during flu season.  
 
WHAT IS CORONAVIRUS (COVID 19)? 
The coronavirus (COVID-19) is a respiratory disease that was first detected in a remote province 
in China. Originally spread from an animal to a person, the coronavirus quickly began to 
spread from person-to-person among the Chinese population in late 2019. The virus is most 
commonly spread through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs or 
sneezes and through close contact with people who are infected. Symptoms of the 
coronavirus include fever, cough, and shortness of breath. Because this is a new virus, experts 
are continuing to explore vaccines and treatments. Currently, however, the best actions to 
take are preventive: avoid close contact with people who are sick, avoid touching the eyes, 
nose, and mouth, and frequently wash hands with soap and water, especially after contact 
with respiratory or bodily fluid. For more information about the coronavirus, see the resources 
below.  

• CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL 
• TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES 
• TARRANT COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH  

 
TRAVEL 
Kennedale ISD continues to monitor travel advisories and recommendations from the 
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), as well as our state and county health authorities. The 
COVID-19 outbreak is a concern for anyone considering traveling at this time. Those with 
travel plans are strongly encouraged to closely monitor CDC TRAVEL ADVISORIES. Travel 
outside the United States, to or through any impacted regions, has the potential to cause 
delayed entry back to the United States and to school. Given the rapidly changing 
international public health situation, we urge you to take any necessary precautions in 
advance with regard to travel plans. We realize some of our families have plans to travel over 
our upcoming breaks, and we respectfully request that if you or any member of your 
household is traveling internationally, including cruises, please let your nurse know. 
Kennedale HS | Teresa Vasquez, RN | vasquezt@kisdtx.net 
Kennedale JH | Mary Collaro, MSN, RN, NCSN | collarom@kisdtx.net 
J.A. Arthur Intermediate | Maureen Edwards, RN | edwardsm@kisdtx.net 
J.F. Delaney Elementary | Megan Chaney, LVN | chaneym@kisdtx.net 



 

J.F. Delaney Elementary | Kim Knotts, RN | knottsk@kisdtx.net  
R.F. Patterson Elementary | Katy Hooper, RN, BSN | hooperk@kisdtx.net  
 
PREVENTION 
We are currently taking added preventive measures and implementing reinforced student 
messaging for students and staff on our campuses to help maintain the cleanest environment 
possible. All KISD buildings and buses will be cleaned with electrostatic sprayers over our 
upcoming breaks.  
 
The most important thing we can all do to prevent the spread of flu, cold, and other viruses is 
to teach and practice healthy habits at home and at school. As we work to reinforce these 
preventive measures during the school day, please help us by sharing these messages with 
your children at home: 

• Wash hands regularly with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
• Use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer if soap is not available 
• Cover your mouth/nose with a tissue when you cough or sneeze 
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth with unwashed hands  
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick  
• Stay home while you have a fever  
• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces  

 
WHEN TO KEEP YOUR CHILD HOME FROM SCHOOL 

• Students should not attend school in the following circumstances:  
• Signs of severe illness, including fever, irritability, difficulty breathing, crying that 

doesn’t stop with the usual comforting, or extreme sleepiness.  
• Diarrhea (3 or more episodes of loose stools in 24 hours). A child must be diarrhea free 

for 24 hours without the use of diarrhea suppressing medications.  
• Vomiting two or more times in 24 hours, unless a physician feels the cause of vomiting 

is not an infectious disease and the child is in no danger of becoming dehydrated. A 
child should have one or two meals without vomiting before returning to school. Your 
child may be sent home from school for vomiting one time.  

• Temperature of 100 degrees or above. A child must have temperature below 100 
degrees for 24 hours before returning to school without taking a fever reducing 
medication.  

• Questionable rash until a physician has determined the rash is not caused by an 
infectious disease.  

• Known communicable disease must be treated for the appropriate amount of time 
as directed by a physician.  

• Recommendation of a physician or school nurse.  
 
Although we are considered low risk and have no confirmed cases, we are prepared and 
committed to our students’ and staffs’ health and safety. We encourage you to use the 
resources provided so that you can partner with us to stay informed and communicate factual 
information amongst our stakeholders. 
 



 

Thank you for your ongoing support and partnership as we respond as a community to this 
health situation. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chad Gee, Superintendent 
 
 
 


