
AP   English   Literature   and   Composi�on   2020-21   Summer   Reading   Assignments  
 

1. Thomas   C.   Foster,    How   to   Read   Literature   Like   a   Professor    Revised   Edi�on   (2014)  
2. Zora   Neale   Hurston,    Their   Eyes   Were   Watching   God   
3. Books   of   choice:  

                 F.   Sco�   Fitzgerald,     The   Great   Gatsby   
   Aldous   Huxley,     Brave   New   World   
   Amy   Tan,    The   Bonese�er’s   Daughter   
   Chinua   Achebe,    Things   Fall   Apart   
   Emily   Bronte,    Wuthering   Heights   
   Charlo�e   Bronte,    Jane   Eyre   
 

Congratula�ons   on   making   the   decision   to   take   AP   English   Lit.   You   will   be   working   to   improve   your   skills   to  
analyze,   cri�que,   and   interpret   a   range   of   genres,   periods,   and   styles   of   literature   and   to   hone   your  
composi�on   skills   in   order   to   prepare   you   for   the    AP     English   Literature   and   Composi�on   Exam   on  
Wednesday,   May   5,   2021,     and   for   college.   In   order   to   hit   the   ground   running   in   August,   you   will   need   to   do  
some   reading   assignments   this   summer.     You   will   have   a   test   over   the   first   text   ( HTRLLAP )   during   the   first  
week   of   school   in   the   fall.   
 
AP   IV   has   2   summer   assignments,   which   are   described   in   detail   below.   

1. Assignment   1    -    How   To   Read   Literature   Like   a   Professor    paired   with    Their   Eyes   Were   Watching   God    -  
Due   June   25.   

2. Assignment   2    -   Book   of   Choice   with   Characteriza�on   Focus   -   Due   July   25.   You   will   need   to   do   the  
“Speed   Da�ng”   ac�vity   and   then   comment   in   Google   Classroom   which   book   you   prefer   by   July   1.  
A�er   le�ng   me   know   which   book   you   are   reading,   I   will   assign   you   the   actual   assignment.   See  
details   below.   

 
● For    How   to   Read   Literature   (HTRLLP) :   Open   a   new   Doc   and   �tle   it   AP   Summer   Assignment   1.   You   will  

create   a   chart/table    with   three   columns   across   and   26   rows.   The    first    column   will   contain   the   number  
and   name   of   the   chapter   (For   example,   Chapter   1   -   “Every   Trip   is   a   Quest,   Except   When   It’s   Not”)   .   This  
column   can   be   more   narrow   than   the   other   two   since   you   are   simply   lis�ng   the   number   and   �tle.   The  
second    column   will   contain   a   summary   of   the   chapter   in   your   own   words.   Please   don’t   copy   from  
someone   online.   I   have   probably   also   read   all   of   the   online   summaries   too,   and   it   won’t   help   you   retain  
the   informa�on.   In   the    third    column,   you   will   use   an   example   from    Their   Eyes   Were   Watching   God    to  
illustrate   the   chapter.    Each   entry   should   be   about   50-100   words.   Due   June   25.   
 

***    There   are   26   chapters   with   “new”   ideas   in    HTRLLP.     Chapter   27   is   a   review,   so   you   won’t   list   that   in   your  
chart.   Some   of   the   chapters   likely   will   not   have   any   obvious   correla�on   to    Their   Eyes   Were   Watching   God.  
For   example,   chapter   5   of    HTRLLP    is   �tled   “When   in   Doubt,   It’s   From   Shakespeare.”   I   can’t   think   of   any   event  
in    TEWWG    that   would   illustrate   an   example   of   this.   Do   you   remember   any   events   in    TEWWG    that   reference  
Shakespeare?   I   don’t.   If   you   can   make   an   argument   for   it,   you   go.   You   will   earn   all   of   my   respect.   
 



The    GOOD   NEWS   IS    that   for   the   third   column,   you   will   not   be   required   to   give   an   example   for   all   26.   You   will  
summarize   each   chapter,   but   you   only   need   12   chapters   to   �e   to    TEWWG.     Some   of   the   chapters   will   be   very  
obvious   and   easy   (“It’s   Never   Just   Heart   Disease”   comes   to   mind)   while   others   will   be   a   stretch   or   even  
impossible.   As   long   as   you   can   iden�fy   12   ideas   or   situa�ons   in    TEWWG ,   you   are   good   
 
So,   to   summarize,   your   1st   column   will   have   26   chapter   �tles   from    HTRLLP,    2nd   column   will   summarize   the   26  
chapters   and   the   third   column   will   include   12   of   26   explana�ons   of   how    TEWWG    relates   to   that   chapter.   
 
 
● For   your   book   of   choice:    Refer   to   the   top   of   this   document   for   your   SIX   choices   of   novels.   I   tried   to  

provide    a   variety   of   �me   periods,   genres,   authors,   and   levels   of   difficulty.   I   hope   you   can   find   one   that  
you   will   enjoy.    Look   for   the   a�achment   for   the   “Speed   Da�ng”   ac�vity.   Follow   the   direc�ons   for   that  
assignment.   Get   this   completed   and   turned   in   to   Google   Classroom   by   JULY   1.   A�er   ranking   your   choices,  
decide   which   one   book   you   want   to   read.   Comment   in   Classroom   under   this   assignment   and   let   me   know  
your   choice.   I   will   then   send   you   an   assignment   over   Characteriza�on.   

 
I   am   excited   to   learn   with   you   this   year.   Please   email   me   with   any   ques�ons   about   the   summer   assignments.   
 
Mrs.   Thacker  
thackerw@kisdtx.net  
  



 
  



Dialec�c   Journal   
A   dialec�c   journal   is   one   in   which   you   enter   into   a   conversa�on   with   the   text   as   you   are   reading   it.   In   this   journal   you   will   give   your  
personal   responses   to   the   text   and   your   ideas   about   themes,   imagery,   etc.   We   will   be   keeping   dialec�cal   journals   throughout   the  
year.   The   idea   is   to   help   you   order   your   thoughts   for   class   discussions   and   gather   evidence   for   literary   analysis.   
 
Instruc�ons:  
● As   you   read,   choose   passages   that   stand   out   to   you   and   record   them   in   the   le�-hand   column   of   the   chart.   Make  

sure   to   record   page   numbers   in   the   next   column.  
● In   the   right-hand   column,   write   your   response   to   the   text.   Include   insights,   ideas,   ques�ons,   reflec�ons   and  

comments   for   each   passage.  
● Make   sure   you   code   your   response   with   the   following   code:  

● (Q)   Ques�on   (Ask   about   something   in   the   passage   that   is   unclear.)  
● (C)   Connect   (Make   a   connec�on   to   your   life,   the   world,   or   another   text.)  
● (P)   Predict   (An�cipate   what   will   occur   based   on   what   you   read   in   that   passage.)  
● (CL)   Clarify   (Answer   earlier   ques�ons   or   confirm/disaffirm   a   predic�on.)  
● (R)   Reflect   (Think   deeply   about   what   the   passage   means   in   a   broad   sense,   not   just   to   the   characters   in   the  

story   or   the   author   of   the   ar�cle.   What   conclusions   can   you   draw   about   the   world,   about   human   nature,   or  
about   the   way   things   work.)  

● (E)   Evaluate   (Make   a   judgment   about   what   the   author   is   trying   to   say.)  
 
Choosing   Passages   from   the   Text:  
Look   for   quotes   that   seem   significant,   powerful,   thought-provoking,   or   puzzling.   For   example:  
● Effec�ve   &/or   crea�ve   use   of   stylis�c   or   literary   devices  
● Passages   that   remind   you   of   your   own   life   or   something   you’ve   seen   before  
● Structural   shi�s   or   turns   in   the   plot  
● A   passage   that   makes   you   realize   something   you   hadn’t   seen   before  
● Examples   of   pa�erns:   recurring   images,   ideas,   colors,   symbols   or   mo�fs.  
● Passages   with   confusing   language   or   unfamiliar   vocabulary  
● Events   you   find   surprising   or   confusing  
● Passages   that   illustrate   a   par�cular   character   or   se�ng  

 
Responding   to   the   Text:  
You   can   respond   to   the   text   in   a   variety   of   ways.   The   most   important   thing   to   remember   is   that   your   observa�ons   should  
be    specific   and   detailed .   You   can   write   as   much   as   you   want   for   each   entry.  
● Basic   Responses  

o Raise   ques�ons   about   the   beliefs   and   values   implied   in   the   text  
o Give   your   personal   reac�ons   to   the   passage  
o Discuss   the   words,   ideas,   or   ac�ons   of   the   author   or   character(s)  
o Tell   what   it   reminds   you   of   from   your   own   experiences  
o Write   about   what   it   makes   you   think   or   feel  
o Agree   or   disagree   with   a   character   or   the   author  

● Higher   Level   Responses  
o Analyze   the   text   for   use   of   literary   devices   (tone,   structure,   style,   imagery)  
o Make   connec�ons   between   different   characters   or   events   in   the   text  
o Make   connec�ons   to   a   different   text   (or   film,   song,   etc…)  
o Discuss   the   words,   ideas,   or   ac�ons   of   the   author   or   character(s)  



o Consider   an   event   or   descrip�on   from   the   perspec�ve   of   a   different   character  
o Analyze   a   passage   and   its   rela�onship   to   the   story   as   a   whole  

 



Exemplary  

Sample   Dialec�cal   Journal   Entries   (Quotes   and   Notes)  

Student   Name:    Bea   Smart  
Book   Title/Author:    Hatchet ,   Gary   Paulsen  
Date:    July   2013 Total   Pages:    195  
 
 

      Quotes   from   Text        Page   #                 Notes   from   Me  
 

“Thanks.   It’s   really   nice.”   But   the   words  
sounded   hollow,   even   to   Brian.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

“No   roads,   no   trails,   no   clearings.   Just   the  
lakes,   and   it   came   to   him   that   he   would   have  
to   use   a   lake   for   landing.   If   he   went   down   into  
the   trees   he   was   certain   to   die.”  

 
 

“Now,   with   the   thought   of   the   burger,   the  
emp�ness   roared   at   him.   He   could   believe   the  
hunger,   had   never   felt   this   way.   The   lake   water  
had   filled   his   stomach,   but   le�   it   hungry,   and  
now   it   demanded   food,   screamed   for   food.”  

pg.   8  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pg.   23  
 
 
 
 
 
    Pg.   48  

Why   does   Brian   feel   that   way   about   ge�ng   a  
hatchet   from   his   Mom?   If   the   words   sounded  
hollow   to   Brian,   he   must   not   mean   it.   Why   is   he  
mad   at   his   Mom?  
Asking   ques�ons  

 
 
 
I   can’t   imagine   keeping   my   cool   in   a   situa�on   like  
this.   I’d   be   on   my   cell   phone,   panicking,   and   trying  
to   land   the   plane!   I   guess   it’s   important   to   keep  
your   cool   in   a   crisis.  
Reac�on   to   text  

 
It’s   weird   how   Brian’s   stomach   is   like   a   character  
now,   driving   his   behavior.   I’ve   been   hungry   before,  
but   never   like   that.   Is   he   going   to   start   ea�ng  
things   that   are   poison   because   he   is   so   hungry?  
Observa�on   of   author   cra�   and   connec�ons  

● Addi�onal   entries   would   con�nue   on   for   the   minimum   #   of   entries.  

● Page   numbers   will   indicate   selec�ons   from   the   beginning,   middle,   and   end   of   the   book.  

An   Exemplary   Double-Entry   Journal   Contains   the   Following:  

● Total   number   of   entries   is   the   minimum   number   assigned   or   more   for   the   en�re   book.  

● Each   “from   text”   entry   is   one   or   more   complete   sentences.  

● “from   text”   entries   come   from   the   en�re   book   (beginning,   middle,   and   end).   This   is   indicated   by   page  
numbers.  

● Each   “from   text”   entry   contains   no   spelling   errors.  

● All   “from   me”   entries   have   two   or   more   complete   sentences   and   demonstrate   fully   developed   thoughts  
or   connec�ons   about   the   text.  

 
 

  



Inadequate   Sample   Dialec�cal   Journal   Entries   (Quotes   and   Notes)  

Student:    Ida   Wanna  
Book   Title/Author:    Hatchet ,    Gary   Paulsen  
Date:    July   2013 Total   Pages:    195  
 
 

       Quotes   from   Text Notes   from   Me  

 
 
Journals   with   fewer   than   the   minimum   #   of   entries   are   not   considered   exemplary.  
 
An   Inadequate   Dialec�c   Contains:  
 

● Fewer   than   10   entries   from   the   book.  

● Quota�ons   from   the   text   contain   many   misspelled   words.  

● “from   text”   entries   indicate   the   en�re   book   may   not   have   been   read.  

● “from   me”   entries   demonstrate   incomplete   thoughts   or   connec�ons   and   seem   has�ly   wri�en.   Entries  
lack   elabora�on.  

 
 


