
 

 

 
 

 
Dear Honors English Student, 

 

Our objective in Honors English II is to prepare you for AP English III and AP English IV. As I 

reflect upon my eleventh year of teaching Honors English II and my first year of teaching AP 

English III, I realize it is essential that you continue to sharpen your analytical skills through 

challenging texts similar to what you will encounter on your AP Language and Literature tests. 

Your first assignment, which will begin this summer, will reflect the level of complexity in the 

texts you will be analyzing in your next three years of advanced English classes.  

 

You will be reading John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, recognized by critics as one of the 

most important novels of the twentieth century. Although approaching the century mark, this 

novel is as relevant today – more so in light of our country’s very recent challenges – as it was 

when first published. Although a work of historical fiction, this novel is an argument. Your 

objective is to determine Steinbeck’s argument. Upon meeting in August, we will discuss how 

Steinbeck builds his argument, which will be the foundation for this year’s curriculum.  Due to 

our current challenges, I will forgo the lengthy written assignment for the novel, opting, instead, 

for more informal reading checks conducted through Classroom during the summer. Taken 

together, these reading checks will count as one formative grade once we meet in August. You 

will have an objective test over the novel once school begins. 

 

Please join my Google Classroom by entering the following code: r3frj7p. Once you have joined, 

please read/view the introductory material to ensure that your reading time is meaningful. While 

you are reading the novel, you will have three “check-in” assignments to mark the beginning, 

middle, and end of the novel. As you read, I encourage you to engage with the text by 

considering/annotating the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1. What is the purpose of this chapter?  

 

2. What themes are present in this chapter? How do these themes connect with Steinbeck’s 

overall purpose? 

 

3. Locate examples of Steinbeck’s use of colloquial language and figurative language and 

consider how these devices strengthen his message?  

 

4. How do the characters grow and develop throughout the novel? How does Steinbeck use 

this character growth to strengthen his overall message? 

 

 

5. How does the concept of home and our responsibility to each other change throughout the 

novel?  

 

 

If you have any additional questions or need further clarification, please email me at 

halew@kisdtx.net.   I will check my school email periodically and get back to you as soon as 

possible.   

 

I look forward to meeting you soon, 

 

 

 

 

Wendy Hale 

Honors English II, AP Language and Composition, Reading II 
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