
English I Honors Summer Reading 2020 
Reading during the summer months helps maintain reading fluency, builds vocabulary, and 
enhances comprehension. Athletes, musicians, and dancers know that if they did not practice their 
skills for several months, their skills might diminish. The same applies to reading. Research shows 

that if you do not read for several months, you 
lose some of your skill.   
 

Current research shows that giving students 
choice in selecting their summer reading books:  
● Has a significant impact on their academic 
success;  
● Encourages the joy of reading;  
● And combats summer reading loss and 
promotes reading development.  
Students enrolled in English I Honors are 
required to read a book of their choice and a 
required reading selection this summer.  By 
completing summer reading, students will 
deepen their close reading and analysis 
skills—skills that are extremely important to 
being successful in Honors/AP Eng.  

 

It’s important for parents to be involved in book selections. Parents and students will want to 
preview their potential book choices prior to reading and discuss if the book is the “right fit” for the 
student. One quick way to preview the subject matter is to read reviews from online sites like 
Barnes & Noble, Amazon, or Goodreads.com. Prior to the end of the current school year, students 
are also encouraged to seek help from their teachers and librarians in making book selections. As 
students read this summer, it is highly encouraged that they annotate their books to help them 
develop good reading habits and comprehend the text. Annotation directions and question stems 
have been provided if needed. Thank you for supporting reading and creating lifelong learners in 
our students.  
 

Students may check out their choice book from the public library or purchase the book from 
Amazon or Half Price Books, or other booksellers. Students in English I Honors are highly 
encouraged to annotate their book to help them develop good reading habits and comprehend the 
text. Annotation directions and question stems have been provided.  
 
Thank you for supporting reading and creating lifelong learners in our students.  
 

-Mrs. Erin Strange 
 English I Honors, English IV, ESL  
Email Address: strangee@kisdtx.net 

 
 



English I Honors - Summer Reading 2020 Annotation Guide 
 

Annotating keeps the reader engaged with the text.  While you are reading this summer and during the 
school year, you can use one or more of these strategies to mark the book and include your thoughts and 
questions.  If you choose to annotate, you can use journals, composition books, write on post-it notes, etc. 
 

How to annotate?  
➔ Write comments to ask questions, relate to characters, make connections to the grade level thematic subject 
(coming of age), make connections to other texts, and/or world events, etc.  
➔ Write comments about the novel’s thematic subject, characters, author’s style, plot, word choice, or literary 
elements.  
 

Suggested annotation strategies:  
➔ Star any passages that are very important: events, decisions, or relationships.  
➔ Underline any sentences that made you think or appealed to you and describe your thinking.  
➔ Circle/highlight words that are unfamiliar or make a list of them in the back of the book.  
➔ Put a question mark by areas that you were confused about or did not fully understand.  
➔ Bracket any sentences that exemplify the thematic subject, author’s style, literary elements, or word choice. Write 
your thoughts about it.  
 

Suggested sentence stems for annotation: 
● This part conveys the theme and/or thematic subject because…  
● This part about ____ makes me wonder ____ because…  
● I was surprised that…  
● These are similar because…  
● This is similar to ____ because…  
● This character makes me think of  
● These are different because…  
● What would happen if …  
● This section about ____ means…  
● The author says to convey…  
● What does the author mean by ____  
● After reading this paragraph, I can now predict that because…  
● After reading this paragraph, I can now understand why because…  
● The character is like ____ because…  
● The author included this because….  
● This setting reminds me of ____ because….  
● This is good because…  
● I noticed…  
● This is confusing because…  
● Now I understand ____ because ….  
● This character did ____ because…  
● This character is connected to ____ because….  
● The conflict in this scene is…  
● The author develops this character by…  
● The author uses ____ in order to…  
● I wonder…  or   Why did...  
● The author’s use of description shows that ____  

 
 
 



 
MATERIALS NEEDED: 
➔ Students will need a copy of The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey by J.R.R Tolkien. 
➔ Students will need to choose and procure a 2nd novel of their choice. 
➔ If annotating, Students will need a composition book, post-its and/or highlighter or colored 

pens (all optional, only encouraged). 

 
**To Clarify, the students are READING two novels (one required, one of their choice) this summer. 
The actual assessments of the full novels will be completed once school reconvenes in August.   
 
In June, I will be posting six brief short answer assignments (one each for the first six chapters of 
the novel) on Google Classroom to ensure the students are reading and understanding, as well as to 
prepare them for the next step once they return to school.  These short answer assignments will be 
collected as a grade for the 1st nine weeks and are REQUIRED to be completed prior to the first day 
of school.  The assignments will require the students to show knowledge of basic skills already 
mastered before entering freshman year including theme, characterization, conflict, figurative 
language, as well as the ability to provide commentary and textual evidence to support answers.   

 
Plagiarism: In order to fully prepare our students for expectations at the collegiate level, 
plagiarism of any kind is unacceptable. Please refer to the following link for guidance: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/ There are many resources available online, 
at the library, and in bookstores. 

 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM:  
 

**Please join the PAP English I Summer Reading Google Classroom in order to get resources, 
communication, and journal/writing assignments over the summer in preparation for the new 

school year.  (This should be done before the end of the school year.)   
 

Classroom code to join: vhmdz4a 
 

REMIND 101: 
Use the following link to sign up for Remind 101 to get updates and reminders during the summer. 
This is the same link that students will use during the school year as well.  Parents are welcome and 
encouraged to sign up as well if they would like to stay abreast of the classroom communication. 
 

Link: https://www.remind.com/join/enghnrs120 
OR 
Text 81010 with the message @enghnrs120 

Link to Slideshow for Introduction to Summer Reading for English I Honors:  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/01/


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xq_G8z6tIkpTyuQ03wwVzGUEWFOkNeY
8XVBbVRf1GtM/edit?usp=sharing  

English I Honors - Summer Reading: The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey 
Students will be asked to read and answer skill/reflection questions over the first six 
chapters of the novel (posted on Google Classroom).  The remainder of the novel will 
merely be a first read.  A second, more in-depth, read will take place when the school 
year begins.  Assignments will be posted on Google Classroom on/before June 1 and 
will be due by July 1.  If students need helping retrieving a novel, please reach out.   

 
English I Honors - Summer Reading: Book of Choice 

Choose a book (on your reading level) that you can read for enjoyment, knowledge, or 
growth as a reader.  You are encouraged, but not required to annotate as you read to 

help reflect/retain what you’ve read.  Suggestions for annotations would be 
summaries, questions, commentary, figurative language, main events/conflicts, 

characterization, theme, quotes, etc. No assignments are attached to the 2nd novel 
until school begins. 

 
What is COMMENTARY?? 

Commentary is like having a conversation with your novel.  It’s talking to it as you 
read (without being weird).  It’s commenting on moments that shock you or 

explaining why you think something happened or questioning why something 
happened that you don’t understand.  It’s telling the author where they wrote 

something beautifully or sharing why a particular scene was emotional or 
frustrating for you.  It can even be explaining a quote and what it means to you.  We 
will be discussing and using Commentary ALL YEAR LONG, so take this opportunity 

to practice the art of having a dialogue with your book:)  
 

 
AR (Accelerated Reader) is part of the Freshman Agenda, therefore, you will be 

required to earn points each nine weeks for a test grade.  You will also be required to 
test over BOTH of your novels when school commences, so make sure you’ve read 

them thoroughly.  There will continue to be levels and rewards as well for those 
readers that go above and beyond!  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xq_G8z6tIkpTyuQ03wwVzGUEWFOkNeY8XVBbVRf1GtM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xq_G8z6tIkpTyuQ03wwVzGUEWFOkNeY8XVBbVRf1GtM/edit?usp=sharing

