
Dear AP Lang Student, 

Congratulations on choosing AP English III as your English choice for next year. Our focus this 

year will be arguments and analyzing how writers develop successful arguments to create change 

in their communities. Your summer assignment will prepare you for the type of arguments we 

will examine this upcoming year.  

 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave by Frederick Douglass – you 

may acquire a physical copy of read an online edition. 

The Lively Art of Writing by Lucile Vaughn Payne – you may purchase a copy of the text or 

borrow an online edition. 

 

Please read Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, considering 

Douglass’s argument, audience, and purpose as you read. As you explore the text, answer the 

following argument-specific questions and submit your responses by the assigned due dates. 

Your responses should be answered in complete sentences and will count as formative grades. 

You will have an objective test over Douglass’s text once school begins. 

Questions 1 – 19 are due June 22. Questions 20 – 42 are due July 27. 

 

For The Lively Art of Writing, read it. You may want to take notes. This is a great book for 

writing. We will have quizzes and discussions over it during the first six weeks and will refer to 

it throughout the year.  

 

Please join our AP Lang Summer Reading Classroom: bg6ktvd. If you have questions, please 

email me at halew@kisdtx.net. I look forward to seeing you again soon! 

 

Mrs. Hale 

 

 

mailto:halew@kisdtx.net


 

 

 

Preface: 

1. Compare and contrast the descriptions Garrison provides of Douglass and his humanity 

versus the slaveholders and the system of slavery. 

2. How does Garrison appeal to religion in order to achieve his purpose? 

3. How does Garrison’s preface lend credibility to Douglass’ narrative? 

 

Chapter 1 

4. Examine Douglass’s writing for diction connected to animals. What is the purpose of this 

word choice? Provide examples. 

5. What does Douglass assume his audience values when it comes to family? How does he 

appeal to these specific values (pathos)? Provide evidence. 

6. Examine Douglass’s word choice of “human flesh-monger” for those who sell slaves. 

What is the effect of this word choice, and how does it contribute to the characterization 

of the slave system in the South? 

7. Point to at least one piece of imagery Douglass provides that you find particularly 

powerful. Embed your quote, then note the impact and effect of this imagery. Consider 

audience in your response. 

 

Chapter Two 

8. What types of logos does Douglass provide in this chapter? Consider slaves’ allowances, 

clothing, and living conditions. What is the effect of such logos? 

9. What assumptions does Douglass make about what his audience values in this chapter? 

How does he try to appeal to these values? 

10. How does the comparison to a man on a desolate island at the end of this chapter express 

one of Douglass’s purposes? What is the effect of this comparison? 

 

Chapter 3 

11. Analyze the significance of Old Barney’s age and his treatment in this chapter. Consider 

audience, strategy, and purpose. 

12. At times, Douglass shifts point of view, moving from retelling other slaves’ experiences 

to recounting and reflecting on his own experiences and feelings. What is the effect 

and/or purpose of these shifts? 



 

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

13. How does Douglass use parallel structure to portray the injustices present on the farm? 

Provide specific evidence and analyze Douglass’s choices. 

 

14. Examine the word choice Douglass uses when describing Mr. Gore. What kinds of words 

does he use? What is the effect? 

15. Boasting is a motif in Douglass’s narrative – both with slaves and with masters. Find 

where boasting occurs and detail what you think might be the effect of the descriptions 

provided of boasting. 

16. How does Douglass incorporate visual imagery to portray the extreme cruelty and 

injustice the slave system condones? Provide evidence and commentary. 

 

 

Chapter 5 

17. Douglass shifts to his own experience on the farm. Why wait until chapter five to go into 

detail regarding his experience?  

18. Examine the descriptions and word choice Douglass provides of the food and living 

conditions he endured. Note some of these descriptions and word choice and their effect. 

19. Why doesn’t Douglass feel any sadness over leaving the farm? How do the details he 

provides of his leaving contribute to a purpose (or, what’s the effect of these details)? 

 

 

 

Chapter 6 

 

20. Examine Douglass’s word choice as he describes Mrs. Auld before and after her change. 

List words you find significant. How does Douglass’s word choice aid in characterizing 

the corrupting force of slavery? You can pull from both chapters six and seven. 

21. Why does Douglass go into detail regarding the different treatments of slaves in the city 

versus in the country? Note some key details and how these details contribute to 

conveying Douglass’s purpose to his audience. 

22. Choose one of the following rhetorical strategies and analyze how this strategy aids in 

conveying Douglass’ purpose: parallel structure, diction, detail, imagery, ethos, pathos, 

logos, concession and refutation. Make sure to be specific with the strategy, i.e., what 

kind of diction, what specific emotion does he appeal (pathos), etc. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 7 

 

23. Examine the passage where Douglass describes the pain that came with the knowledge of 

his condition. Douglass, here, gives an appeal to pathos. Break down this pathos – what is 

he appealing to specifically? What emotions? Think of his audience and what they might 

value. 

 

 

 

Chapter 8 

 

24. Examine the pathos within Douglass’ description of the valuation. What values and 

emotions does he appeal to in order to characterize and portray this valuation? Point to 

specific details, and be specific as to what he characterizes and portrays this valuation as, 

i.e., Douglass characterizes the valuation as ______________ by/through . . . For 

example . . .  

 

25. Examine the imagery Douglass provides as he imagines what his grandmother is 

experiencing now. What is the effect of this imagery and the fact that Douglass can only 

imagine her fate? 

26. Examine the build-up to the rhetorical question Douglass provides after his musings over 

his grandmother: “Will not a righteous God visit for these things?” (29) What is the effect 

of this rhetorical question? How do the details Douglass provides before the question 

heighten its impact? 

 

 

Chapter 9 

 

27. Why are “adopted slaveholders the worst” (31), according to Douglass? How does he 

portray their cruelty? Examine word choice, references, syntax, and/or appeals. 

28. Near the end of the chapter, Douglass’ tone shifts to derisive and sarcastic. Examine the 

second to last paragraph of this chapter. How is he sarcastic and derisive? What words 

does he incorporate? What is the effect? 

 

 

Chapter 10 

 

29. What does Mr. Covey represent in Douglass’ narrative? Explain. Think of the larger 

themes and purposes of the text. 

30. How does Douglass characterize Covey as a type of devil figure? How does this portrayal 

contribute to his purpose and appeal to his audience? 



31. Frederick Douglass repeats “deception” and “deceiving” in the first half of this chapter. 

Why? How does this word choice contribute to his characterization of Covey and 

slavery? 

32. Knowing much of his audience is religious, how do Covey’s actions with his slaves and 

“breeding” delegitimize and denounce the slaveholders in the eyes of Douglass’ 

audience? 

 

33. Examine the passage Douglass gives of the boats and how they remind him of his current 

condition as a slave. Note the contrasting images and ideas between Douglass and the 

ships and how these contribute to Douglass’ purpose. 

34. Why is Douglass’ battle with Covey the “turning point in [his] career as a slave” (43)? 

Examine the metaphors Douglass provides while describing this turning point. 

35. Douglass notes how “it would astonish anyone, unaccustomed to the slaveholding life, to 

see with what wonderful ease a slaveholder can find things, of which to make occasion to 

whip a slave” (47). He then repeats a series of questions starting with “Does he . . .” 

followed by an answer. What’s the effect of this approach of questioning and answering? 

36. Explain the injustices Douglass experiences at the end of the chapter. How does he 

attempt to move his audience towards outrage? 

 

 

Chapter 11 and Appendix 

 

37. How does Douglass’ exclusion of facts actually bolster his story’s credibility and aid in 

his overall purpose? 

38. Examine the types of logos Douglass employs when describing his conflict with Master 

Hugh over wages. What types of evidence does he use? Why? 

39. Analyze the pathos within Douglass’ description about his friends and his pain in leaving 

them (63). 

40. What role did The Liberator play in Douglass’ journey? Analyze the metaphors he 

provides in his description of its impact on him (69).  

 

Appendix: 

41. Why do you think Douglass found it necessary to include this Appendix? What purpose 

does it serve? 

42. How does Douglass discredit the Christianity of the South? Examine one or more 

strategies and/or decisions he makes for this purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


